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OFFICE HOURS 
 

Mon. Wed. & Fri. 
9:00am - 2:00pm 

 

Articles, pictures and 
announcements for the 
April Chatter are due 

March 17th. 

A M ESSAGE FROM  PASTOR  B ERNT  H ILLESLAND  

Holy Week 2010 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

   Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning?  

O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; 

   and by night, but find no rest. 

Yet you are holy, 

   enthroned on the praises of Israel.  

In you our ancestors trusted; 

   they trusted, and you delivered them é 

he did not hide his face from me, 

   but heard when I cried to him.  

All the ends of the earth shall remember 

   and turn to the LORD; 

and all the families of the nations 

   shall worship before him é  

To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; 

   before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 

   and I shall live for him.  ð Psalm 22, selections. 
 

Jesus prays at least the first words of this Psalm from the cross.  òWhat are 

we to make of such a cry if this is the Son of God?ó says Stanley Hauerwas, 

in his book Cross-Shattered Christ.   

 

òIf you are God, if you are the second person of the Trinity, how can you be 

abandoned?  This is clearly a God with a problem é we think the Psalms express our 

despair, our feeling of abandonment, not Godõs abandonment.  We assume, therefore, it 

is not seemly for God to pray the Psalms.  Confronted by these words from the cross, 

we find it almost impossible for us to resist trying to protect God from being 

God.ó(27)  
(Continued on page 2) 

St. Luke welcomes the 
Swamp Family Band! 
See Page 6 



 

 

PAGE 2 

Indeed, the Gospel accounts of his passion are like 

tapestries woven from Psalm verses,  Hauerwas, again:  

òWe pray the Psalms not because they give expression to our 

religious experience ð though they sometimes may do that ð but 

because our lives are given form by praying the Psalms.  But in 

truth only one life, the life of Jesus, has been the perfect prayer the 

Psalms are meant to form é this is not a cry of general 

dereliction; it is the cry of the long-expected Messiah, sacrificed in 

our stead and thus becoming the end of sacrifice.  This cry is but 

the prismatic exemplification of the love that is Godõs life.ó(61) 

Of course, whatõs remarkable in Psalm 22 (which is quite 

lengthy) is that the cry of dereliction leads also to praise, 

with those words: òI shall live for him.ó  During Holy Week 

this month, we remember and celebrate the cry of God 

being God, in eternal life and victory for us. 
 

Holy Week schedule: featuring music from our children, 

adult choir and band, folkjam players, instrumentalists, and other 

special experiences.   The services are all meant to go together as 

one immersive experience in Godõs love.   
 

Palm Sunday, March 28th, 8:30 and 10:45am 
during worship we remember Jesusõ triumphal entry into 

Jerusalem, with palm branches and an entry into the passion story. 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 1st, 6:30pm.  We gather 

for a meal ($8 to cover cost) and fellowship to remember Jesusõ 

òmandateó (Maundy) to òlove one another as I have loved you,ó and 

his institution of the Lordõs Supper, which we share together at the 

end of this evening. 
 

Good Friday, April 2nd, 7:30pm.  We experience 

the story of Jesusõ passion according to St John, together with 

traditional chants and prayers in this simple, restrained worship 

experience.  The service ends in silence and the opportunity to pray 

in interactive ways at candlelit prayer òstations.ó 
 

Easter Sunday, April 4th, 8:30 and 10:45am. 
Join us for this very musical, festive celebration of Jesusõ resurrection. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Holy Week 2010 
Read with us: 
another great 
book, under 
100 pages! 

Praying the 
Psalms: 
Engaging 
Scripture and 
the Life of the Spirit 

By Walter Brueggemann. 

Cascade Books: May 2007. 

Enrich your prayer life and your Lenten 
worship experience, with our focus on the 
Psalms (see Pastorõs article) by delving into 
this brief book by one of the most respected 
Old Testament scholars and Christian 
writers working today.  The major topics 
covered: 

How your experience and life of 
faith connects with the Psalms 

Making sense of poetic language and 
metaphor in the Bible 

How Christians are to pray Jewish 
prayers after the Holocaust 

Praying Psalms of vengeance on 
enemies 

Get your own copy online or pick one up 

outside the sanctuary, with a donation of 

$12 to St. Luke, and your name so we know 

who has them and can arrange an evening 

for discussion.  (Pastor plans on inviting 

folks from the nearby Reformed Synagogue 

to join us.) 
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A M ESSAGE FROM  Y OUR  COUNCIL  

 So if our February 
letter focused on the 
excitement that is rebounding 
around the council each 
month, this letter is focusing 
on accomplishments. 

 We are making 
progress, slowly, to 
implement the new 
restructuring ideas that came 
out of congregation meetings 
last year.  The new budget 
reflects this.  On March 7 at 
9:45 we will have our budget 
approval Congregational 
Meeting, the proposed budget 
was available for members to 
take home and study 
beginning on February 21.  It 
is an optimistic yet cautious 
budget, allowing for the 
modest grow we have 
experienced over the past 
year and a half to continue.  It 
also is based on the councilõs 
hope that a modest growth in 
our own giving will also 
happen this year.  This modest 
grow is anticipated at $10 per 
giving family per month.  
About the cost of a burger, 
fries and a drink at most local 
eateries.  Or one movie 
ticket.  By now you have 
received your faith 
commitment cards and 
Pastorõs letter and Council 

hopes you are giving serious 
consideration to what you can 
give to St. Luke to help us 
accomplish our goals. 

 Another area of 
progress is continued 
completion of tasks in the 
Education Building.  New 
flooring in the adult 
education room.  New paint 
in the downstairs hall.  Soon 
new blinds on many 
windowséand all of the 
windows, inside and out, are 
being washed.  Council owes 
thanks to many hands and 
hearts for these tasks and the 
leadership to continue the 
focus on making 
improvements where our 
members meet and meditate. 

 We are becoming a 
center for our Neighborhood 
Watch group.  It has been 
exciting to watch this group 
come together and find 
common purpose.  It has 
been good to get to know our 
police liaison officer.  All this 
is making us realize more 
steps need to be taken to 
tackle ongoing parking lot 
needs, graffiti òhitsó, and 
other neighborhood issues.  
We want to be good stewards 
as well as good neighbors. 

 We have approved a 
new logo and symbols for St. 
Luke which you will start to 
see on our web pages (also 
newly redesigned), our 
mailings and our signs.  This is 
a way of connecting with the 
visitor and our members in a 
modern and inviting manner, 
as well as providing a useful 
and flexible structure to 
advertise our programs.  We 
are, after all, a business as 
well as a church community. 

 In all of this however 

the Council remembers that 

we are, first and foremost, a 

church community, coming 

together to worship, pray, 

celebrate, grow, learn, 

participate, and live in 

Woodland Hills.  We 

welcome this challenge and 

look forward to seeing you at 

the Annual Meeting, Budget 

edition, on March 7. 

Sue Ivanjack, Council 

President 
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9:45am Sunday Community forums for Adults during March 

Forums with guest speakers to be held in Fellowship Hall so a larger 
group can be accommodated; other forums to be held in Bible 
Study room. 

The word "art" maybe brings to mind the museum, the concert hall, or the living room of someone of 
means.  But what about church?  Maybe in Europe.  Stepping in an old Cathedral or even one of the old 
California Missions, we notice the care that went into its design, and feel an awe that makes us newly 
aware of how uninspiring, even unattractive modern American church art and architecture can be: each 
hallway hung with strange framed portraits of Jesus that we would never hang in our own homes.  But 
then, should we care about beauty, when our primary symbol is the cross, an instrument of 
torture?  Isn't art a frivolous matter, when our concern is conversion and social justice?    

Maybe not.  The Bible itself is full of song, vision and maybe above all, poetry.  Beauty seems to be part 
of the abundant life and peace (Hebrew "Shalom") that God promises.  Even the crucifixion of Jesus - 
as John's Gospel puts it - is the revealing of God's glory.  How is that Glory conveyed to us? Through 
words and acts of love, maybe also through a painting or song. 

The people of St. Luke have been paying attention to beauty: planting flowers in the outdoor patio, 
learning to chant the Lord's Prayer or picking up the tambourine in worship, inviting a graphic artist 
help with website and logo design.  Still, there can be a disconnect.  Listening to our favorite music or 
visiting the Getty may be an important part of our lives, but we don't always connect these experiences 
with our faith.  This is especially odd when what we see painted or hear performed - a Bach Cantata, 
Rembrandt painting, or Stevie Wonder Gospel song - is so clearly Christian in theme, maybe intended 
more for devotional purposes than critical appraisal or admiration.  Larger questions of how Christians 
are to live in and not of the world come to mind. 

This forum series, to continue into April and possibly further, will be about exploring the faith and 
(visual, musical, literary) art connection.  We hope to address participantõs interests (American Gospel 
traditions?  Church architecture in Los Angeles?  Field trips?) and at least some of the following topics: 

 

History of Art and Christianity, March 14th: Classical culture and Christian tradition in the 
Renaissance and Reformation.  We also hope to hear an appreciation of Medieval Christian Art 
from the Cloisters in New York with Lisa Curtisõ mother. 

The Arts, Christian Faith and Worship: With Dr. Clay Schmit and Pastor Hillesland.  How are 
the arts a part of your lives and faith?  Angeles church architecture?   What role can the arts play 
in Christian worship and ministry? Should we have òimagesó in church?  Icons? In what ways can 
we enhance the use of art at St Luke? 

Poetry.  With Dr. Paul Sellin, a look at the Holy Sonnets of John Donne, tentatively scheduled 
for March or April.  Also, what difference does it make that the Psalms are poems? 



 

 

Council 
Committee Liaisons - 

2009/2010 
 
Social Ministry  
Sue Ivanjack                                                   
Worship & Music  
Lisa Curtis 
Evangelism                                                              
Jerry Capodieci                                  
Christian Education 
Kirsten Wylie  
Property 
Kevin Hausner     
Fellowship 
Judy Miller 
Stewardship/Finance 
Tom Marshall       
 

 

A Date to Put on 
Your Calendar 

Erik Pontoppidan, Sr., has 
already reserved 50 seats for 
the Hollywood Bowl, 
August 28th performance 
featuring John Williams.  He 
was able to reserve very 
good seats for this 
performance, but it does not 
include fireworks.  Erik says, 
òI think our group will enjoy 
it.  I will be selling tickets 
June 20th & 27th and July 
4th & 11th.ó 
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Music -Are some kinds of music more or less appropriate to 
church?  Do we really need music in church?  To sing?  Why has 
music been so important to Lutherans?  Perspectives from Pastor 
Hillesland's Summer class on this topic. 

Specific dates will be announced on the website 
and in the bulletins. 

Some of our Forum Presenters: 

 

Dr. Paul Anderson, who grew up around St Luke 
(son of Lin Anderson), teaches art history at Cal 
State LA.  He has also taught at a number of 
universities in Rome, and has studied in Rome, 
Freiburg, and Sienna.   One of his interests ð and the 
topic of a book he is working on - is in the 
collaboration of artists with architects and artisans in 
Roman churches.   

 

 

Dr. Clay Schmit teaches Preaching at Fuller 
Seminary in Pasadena.  He is also Academic 
Director for the Brehm Center of Worship, 
Theology and the Arts, which is dedicated to 
the revitalization of ministry through the Arts.  
Among his books is òToo Deep for Words: A 
Theology of Liturgical Expression.ó  He is also a 
Lutheran Pastor (ELCA), choir director and 
composer ð see his website 
(www.clayschmit.com) for samples of his 
writings and hymns. 

 

Dr. Paul Sellin is a member of St. Luke, and Professor Emeritus of English 

Literature at UCLA.  Some of his books and articles explore the 

intersection of writers such as Milton and Donne with Christian theology. 
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St Luke Welcomes the 
Swamp Family Band 
 

Sunday, March 14th 
4:30pm concert followed by 
5:30pm potluck 
$10 suggested donation 
Also playing Gospel songs 
in worship that morning 
 

On Sundays we have been 
talking about the intersection of 
faith and arts.  Thereõs maybe no 
such òArtó as important to us as 
music ð and the church, you 
could say, is maybe the most 
important institution for keeping 
music alive in our culture as 
something people actually 
òmakeó together (and not just a 
recording).  We have our choirs 
for children and adults, our 
worship, and even now a 
òfolkjam,ó gathering.   
 

Itõs fitting, then, that we would welcome the Swamp Family Band this month!   
 

Putnam Smith (www.putnamsmith.com), at the center of this picture (faces superimposed 
on 19th century photo!) is a friend of Pastorõs from divinity school, now a professional 
musician based in Portland, Maine.  Together with his friends Nate Spencer 
(myspace.com/natesmandolin) and Shannon Wurst (www.shannonwurst.com), they make 
up the òSwamp Family Band,ó on tour in Southern California.  They play traditional and 
original folk compositions with accoustic instruments.   
 


